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Briefs

Midnight chow

Thedining facility will be open
from 11 p.m. to 1 am. for midnight
medls. Box luncheswill be provided
gpon request 24/7 the cost of abox
lunchis $3.25 each. The cost of medls
is$3.25 if members are on per diem.

- from TSgt. David Beauregard,
43%th SVS

Medical facility hours

Hours of operation for 24-hour
non-emergency medica support 7:30
am. to4:30 p.m.

Normd aions

--Sick cdl 8:00am. to 11:00 am.
Dentd support will only be available
thisweek on Wednesday, Thursday
and Friday from 8:00 am. to 1:00 p.m.

--4:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. nurse/
technician on duty Ext. 3565 or 2661.

--9:00 p.m. to 7:30am. on cal
&%Cd Coverage Cal beeper 730-

Themedica squadron isworking
with specific squadronsto have Tricare
representatives available from 4:30
p.m. to 7 p.m. If units have needs
please contact CM Sgt. George Kudla
or Lt. Col. Lenore Borisat Ext. 3565.

Note: for all medical emergen-
ciescall 911.

The gff at the medicd fecility are
awaiting news on possible activations.
If it does , & permanent
schedule for hours of operation will be
et up.

- fromLt. Col. Lenore Boris,
430th AMDS

Club serves Texas
barbecued buffet

TheWestover Consolidated Club
isserving a Texas barbecued buffet at
5 p.m. on Friday. Cost for membersis
$12.95 per person and $13.95 for non-
members.

SSgt. Joseph Geyster, Massachusetts Army National Guard, checks the ID card of a
motorist entering Westover at the Industrial Gate on Feb. 25.
(photo by SSgt. Andrew Biscoe)

Citizen soldiers stand tall
‘Fort Westover” gates

by SSgt. Andrew Biscoe

It'snot exactly “you' rein the Army now,” but the Massachusetts Nationa Guard is
introducing an Army flavor &t the getes. The black beret with blue flash of some of the gate
guards belongsto an Army infantry regiment.

Thenew ook at the entrances to the base began in mid-February. It'sal part of about 50
MassachusettsArmy National Guard soldiers asssting the 439" Security Forces Squadron
with protecting Westover. The guardsmen are on ordersfor at least ayear, said 1 Lt. David H.
Long, platoon leader of the 2 Platoon, Bravo Company, of the 1% Baitdion, 182™ Infantry
Regiment uartered in Mdrose,

SSqt. Geyder, aguardsman from Athol, checked ID cards a the Indudtrid Gatein
achilly wind on Feb. 25. Geydter ishilleted in abase dormitory and isableto make it hometo
seehisfamily on hisdaysoff. Heis pleased with the accommodations at Westover. “ They're
taking good care of us,” hesaid.

Theactivaion ordersthistime around carried afar different meaning than having to travel
;déw% z]ground r'ggeworld, Long said. He and Geyster deployed to Bosnialast year for seven

ahdf mont
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Medical, airlift control teams activated

by M Sgt. Tom Allocco

Ordersto activeteand prepareto
came for Patriot Wing aeromedica
lift control membersthisweek.

The 439" Aeromedical Evacuation
Squeadron activated four four-member teams
who will soon deploy to different locations,
including Southwest Asa. The 16 members
went through the mobilization line on Tues-

Elevenmembersof the439" Airlift Con-
trol Flight will go through the mohilization
line on Monday. The airlift contral flight is
organized to provide command and control
for airlift operations a adeployed location.

Theactivatedairlift control teeamincludes
apilot, anavigator, a command and control

icer, operaionsspecidigts |oadmestersand
an information management pecidist. The
activated squadron members have not yet
been natified of their specific follow-on task-
ing, said SMSgt. Bob Seaton, AL CF super-

&
ar-

intendent.

Thefour teamsof medica specidistsare
designated asaeromedical evacuation liaison
teams. Each team is made up of a medicd
servicesofficer, flight nurseand tworadio op-
eraions. They will work with al branches of
the service to request patient aeromedica
evacuation that could range from forward lo-
cationsto itasin the United States.

The 439" AES has a proud record sup-
porting Enduring Freedom. Squadron mem-
bers have served 100-day tours oversess a
Bagram AB, Afghanistan and in Pakistan.

“E\?erytin&el’xgcdled, tg%’veh
sepped forward. The su enthus-
asm of themembersupopnpgc;t'ng cdledto
duty has been amazing,” said Lt. Col. David
Zamorski, 439" AES operations officer.

Membersof the 439" AL CF were
previoudy activated during the Gulf War
when they served for three monthsat King
Khdid Military City in northern Saudi
Arabianear the Irag and Kuwati borders.

Pat Stats

Customers served since Feb. 2, 2003
-- 1,819 passengers
-- 203 aircraft
-- 6 million pounds of cargo
Information provided by
MSgt. Jim Garrity and
TSgt. Kevin Nee, 42nd APS

USO fund-raiser

The Pioneer Valey USO will present A Sdute
to Americafund-raiser starring the USO Show Troupe
and Pat Tobin with A Tribute to Frank Sinatra @ the
Knights of Columbus, 1599 Memoarid Driveat 7
p.m. on Friday, March 7. Tickets are $15 for the
generd public and $12 for military members. They
will be available at the door or by caling the Pioneer
Valley USO a 222-5276.

Contact us;
DSN:589-2020 - (413) 557-2020
www.afrc.af.mil/43%9aw
439patriot.editor@westover.af . mil

Thispublication is edited, prepared,
and provided by the Public Affairs office
of the 439th Airlift Wing. Cal Ext. 2020
with comments, story idess, or for
additiona copies. Contentsof PATRIOT
EXPRESS are not necessarily the officid
viewsof, or endorsed by the U.S.,
Government, the Department of Defense,
or the Department of the Air Force.
PATRIOT EXPRESSwill be published
twiceweekly.

Westover Memories
by SSgt. Andrew Biscoe

Guardsmen...
(Continued from page 1)

“It'sniceto bedoseto home” Long
sad. “Thisareaisin some of theguys
backyards. 1t worksout well.” Long, who
livesin Brockton, has assigned the guards-
men to not only work the base gates. They are
also working with 439" reservists with patrols
dl over the 2,500 acres of Westover.

Base security officias wel comed the
help from the Army Guard.

“Everything'sbecome ajoint operaion,”
said Mg. Tim Donndlly, acting commander
of the439" SFS. “Thisis an opportunity for a
joint service operation. It'satraining opportu-
nity.”

v About 140 peoplein the 439" SFShave
been activated gnce shortly after the Sept. 11,
2001 terrorigt attacks, Donndly said. Some
will be dlowed to leave the base asthe Army
Guard troops sttlein, while other reservigts
who volunteer will stay on.
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The'40s-- September 1941: Work iscompleted on Building 1520, acombined fire and

police station, congtructed on Hangar

Avenue near the Base Hangar.
The‘50s-- April 1, 1955: The4050" Air Refueling

Wing becomesthe host unit of Westover

asthe Strategic Air Command (SAC) takes over the base from the Military Air Transport

Sarvice (MATS).

The'60s-- Jan. 9, 1961 The 347" Bombardment Sguadron —one of three B-52 flyi

units

of the 99" Bomb Wing —isreassgned to McCoy AFB, Fla, leaving the 346" and 348

Bombardment Squadrons at Westover.

The'70s-- May 19, 1974: Westover becomesthe nation’sfirst Air Force Reserve base.
The'80s-- August 1981 Westover hosts“ Condor Redoubt,” the most massiveAir Force
Resarve exercise ever held. More than 3,000 reservists and 200 aircraft participatein the two-

week training misson.

The'90s-- Aug. 22, 1990: Twenty daysafter Iragi dictator Saddam Hussein ordered his
troopsto invade neighboring Kuwait, theAir Force activates Westover’s 337" Military Airlift

Squadron.

Sourcesfor thisarticleindude the history archives of the 439" Airlift Wing, past editions of the
“Patriot,” Westover’s base newspaper; a Srategic Air Command website; “ An Higtorical Walking
Tour of Westover Air Reserve Basg,” the Pioneer Valley Planning Commission; and “ Active Air
Force Bases Within the United Sates of America,” by the USAF Historical Research Center.
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